
Unlike “What is 2+3?” there is no easy 
answer to the question, “What is Physics?”. 
I will give my perspectives, starting with the 
context of physics within the realm of 
human endeavor. Illustrating with equations 
such as 2+1=3, I hope to convince you that 
physics is the easiest of the sciences. 
Though it has given us advanced 
technologies, physics has yet to 
understand “the magic all around us.” I will 
provide a birdʼs eye view of a piece of this 
challenging frontier - Nonequilibrium 
Statistical Mechanics - the topic of this 
school.
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