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How	
  many	
  gumballs	
  fit	
  in	
  the	
  glass	
  sphere	
  of	
  a	
  
gumball	
  machine?	
  ScienLsts	
  have	
  been	
  puzzling	
  
over	
  problems	
  like	
  this	
  since	
  the	
  Ancient	
  Greeks.	
  In	
  
this	
  talk,	
  we	
  will	
  use	
  materials	
  from	
  daily	
  life	
  to	
  
explore	
  this	
  interesLng	
  yet	
  mysterious	
  packing	
  
problem.	
  We	
  will	
  then	
  show	
  you	
  how	
  the	
  simple	
  
results	
  we	
  get	
  can	
  have	
  a	
  great	
  impact	
  on	
  various	
  
fields	
  in	
  our	
  life.	
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